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End of year Christmas Party!!! 

 

Come along to our VoRTCS end of year Christmas Party. 

  

The night is all about thanking YOU our wonderful volunteers and all those 

involved in helping the program assist our local refugee families. 

  

Come along and here about the amazing difference the VoRTCS program has 

been making this year both to local families and the wider community. You will 

hear from two inspiring guest speakers and have the chance to mingle with other 

like-minded and enthusiastic VoRTCS tutors! 

  

Monday 15 December 2014 

From 6-8pm at the Merivale Street Offices 

RSVP: bianca.nisbet@svdpqld.org.au by Wednesday 10 December 

  

  

Return Serve 

Are you or any members of your tutoring family hidden tennis champions or 

someone who has never played tennis before in their life but would like to learn? 



Donate Now 
Facebook 

  

 

  

HAVE YOU 
JOINED US ON 

Facebook? 

   

Our Facebook page 

is continuously 

growing! Please click 

here and Like our 

page to keep up-to-

date with daily news 

and facts. 

  

  

An organisation called Return Serve has extended an invitation to all VoRTCS 

volunteers and families to get involved. Return Serve run tennis-based programs 

in the community for people who are experiencing disadvantage or other barriers 

to inclusion. The programs are a way to get participants, as well as, volunteers 

and coaches out into their communities to have fun and build relationships. 

  

Return Serve currently have a session running in partnership with MDA at the 

Queensland Tennis Centre in Tennyson on a Tuesday afternoon. The session is 

from 3pm-4:30pm and anyone from children to adults are welcome. 

  

If you or your family are interested in attending, please let Bianca know. She will 

coordinate with Return Serve to ensure they have enough catering for those who 

attend a session. 

  

Get involved!! 

 

Watch and Share!! 

 Have you seen the new VoRTCS promotional video?? 

Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5s-aEihkbB8  to see what all the fuss is 

about.  

  

It is a wonderful production that really captures what VoRTCS is all about. As the 

end of 2014 is fast approaching, now is the time to spread the word about 

VoRTCS to all of your family and friends.  

  

Share the VoRTCS video on your facebook page and encourage people to join up. 

Make this your new years resolution and just imagine the difference in refugees 

lives you can make by simply sharing this video! Go on...Do it.  

 

The difference you make... 



Interested to know how many families we're supporting?  

  

VoRTCS currently has a volunteer base of 409 volunteers. This means we are 

supporting over 105 families across the greater brisbane area. We have 25 

families waiting to be placed with volunteers and we also have 45 volunteers 

enrolled for the next training session.  

  

You are all doing a fantastic job!! 

  

 

Is your family ready to graduate? 

 

During this time of year we often take the opportunity to 

reflect on the year that was, our triumphs, our 

challenges and new future ambitions. This is also a great time for all our 

volunteer teams to consider whether your VoRTCS family is ready to graduate 
from the program. 

Step One: Has the family settled in well and grown in confidence? Are they no 

longer dependent upon your assistance each week and overcoming challenges on 

their own? Are you more often proof reading rather than helping to problem 

solve? Are your weekly visits more socially based rather than tutoring support 

focused? Do your weekly visits seem to get postponed or cancelled and don't 

have a great impact on the family? These are all questions to ask yourself and 

your team when considering if your VoRTCS family is ready to graduate. If the 

overall feeling is positive within your team and you believe the family have 

reached a competent level of English language and social skills it may be time to 

raise the subject with them. 

  

Step Two: Check the family's current skill set and support needs against the 14 

Functional Areas Descriptors covered in your initial VoRTCS training (also 

attached). These are the main areas we as a program work towards. We aim to 

help them reach a skill set level of 3-5 in all area descriptors relevant to them. 

The evaluation tool assists teams to identify any areas which are important for 

the family to learn but are yet to be covered. If the overall consensus is that the 

family is succeeding in all VoRTCS program areas, it's definitely time to speak to 

them. 

  



Step Three: Discussing the topic of 'graduation' should be one of 

encouragement, pride and celebration. The family have achieved a lot and 

overcome many challenges in order to reach this wonderful milestone (and so 

have you). The end of the school year is the perfect time to conclude your 

tutoring sessions with the family and celebrate the excitement of graduating from 

the VoRTCS program. It's best to set a date for your last visit, which may be a 

fortnight or month away, and notify VoRTCS staff of your family's upcoming 

graduation. Your team may like to have a small farewell celebration with the 

family on the date of your last visit (optional). 

  

Step Four: As a team you need to complete the Family Graduation form and 

email to the VoRTCS office so your team's and family's information can be 

updated. The form will be emailed to you upon notifying staff of your last 

tutoring session date with the family (step three). 

  

Step Five: What would you like to do now? You may find that you're bubbling 

with excitement to start working with a new VoRTCS family or perhaps wanting 

to take a break from volunteering for a short period of time or you might be 

ready to chase other volunteering passions. Of course we would love for you to 

continue volunteering with us and would be delighted to allocate you with a new 

family in your local area. However we understand you may wish to take a break 

and not continue, so please let staff know so we can update your information and 

ensure you are not being contacted with new family allocations if this isn't what 

you would like. For insurance reasons, notifying staff of your teams and families 

tutoring status is very important and we appreciate your help in keeping our 

records accurate. 

 

If you have any questions about the above process or attached 14 Functional 

Areas Descriptors document please do not hesitate to contact Bianca on 

bianca.nisbet@svdpqld.org.au. 

  

 Recipes 

Have you ever eaten a traditional Sudanese dish?  

Baseema is a traditional cake from Sudan that will have your kitchen smelling 

divine. 

  

What you need: 
 

• 5 eggs 

• 1 cup icing sugar (powdered sugar) 

• 3/4 cup butter or 3/4cupoil 

• 500 g yogurt 

• 2 teaspoons baking powder 

• 2 cups flour 

• 1 teaspoon vanilla essence 

• 1 cup coconut 

• 1 1/2 cups sugar 

• 1 tablespoon lemon juice 

• 1 cup water 
 
 

 Method: 
 
 

1. Beat eggs and sugar. Add oil and yogurt and mix. 
2. In a separate bowl sift flour and add baking powder and coconut, then add to the 



mixture while stirring. 
3. Spread mixture onto greased 9x13" dish. Bake for 30 minutes 200° Celsius/400°F. 
4. In another saucepan, mix sugar and lemon with water, boil until syrup thickens. 
5. When cake is cooked, pour syrup over evenly so it soaks through. 

 
 

  

  

 

You're Important to Us! 

This newsletter is created 'for you - by you'. 

  

We want to hear your feedback and any ideas for future stories. 

Send your thoughts to info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au. 

  

If you know any volunteers not receiving this newsletter 

please let us know as they're missing out on all the info! 

  
  

 

Please visit our website at www.vinnies.org.au & www.refugeetutoring.org 

Donate to our cause click here. 
 

 


